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INLMEMORY

Cheltenham College Organ was originally built in 1906 by Norman & Beard, and housed
in a magnificent case by the Chapel architect, Henry Allen Prothero. It was rebuilt and
revoiced by Harrison & Harrison in 1930, and restored in 1976. The original Norman &
Beard instrument forms the basis of the 1930 Harrison enlargement and in 1976, various
plans were set in motion to revise and enhance the tonal scheme with the second rebuild.
In 2000 some further alterations were made, and 2013 saw the addition of the 32’ Double
Ophicleide stop. These combine to form a notably successful instrument suited to taking

a central role in Chapel music, as well being a highly effective and rewarding recital
instrument.

In 2017 the organ underwent its most significant restoration since the 1970s, including
releathering reservoir and bellows systems, restoring and reworking soundboards and
the cleaning, renovation and replacement of pipework. The console has been completely
transformed to include a brand new, solid state capture system with 150 channels, a full
complement of general pistons with stepper and a restored pedalboard and up-to-date
foot pistons. The surrounding woodwork and music desk is crafted in beautifully worked
teak and a new set of pipes were provided for the Swell Mixture, which was tonally revised
along with the complete restoration of the Swell box. Both the scope of these works

and the amazing result that Harrison & Harrison have maintained with one of their finest
examples of British organ building of the period, have ensured that this superbly located
instrument will continue to warm the hearts of pupils, staff and visitors for many years to
come.

[OXCD-146] ® & © 2018 OxRecs DIGITAL http://www.oxrecs.com/
Recorded in Cheltenham College Chapel on 25-27 February 2018.

WARNING Copyright subsists in all recordings issued under this label. Any unauthorised rental,
broadcasting, public performance, copying or re-recording in any manner whatsoever will constitute
infringement of such copyright and will render the infringer liable to an action in law. Licences for the
use of records for public performance may be obtained from: Phonographic Performance Ltd, Ganton
House, 14-22 Ganton Street, London W1V 1LB.




Music at Cheltenham College is rich and varied, offering broad participation to
musicians of all ages and experience, in all musical genres. In December 2016, Cheltenham
College became an all Steinway School. College is proud of its many ensembles, which
include Symphony Orchestra, Chamber Orchestra, three Jazz Bands, Wind Band, Rock
Groups, Music Technology Groups, Pop Choirs, Close Harmony Groups and a Choral
Society. In addition to Chapel, performances take place in Big Classical and Thirlestaine

Long Gallery, both of which house Steinway Model D concert grand pianos. Within the
Department itself there is a professionally equipped recording studio, Rock Room, ICT and
Music Technology Suite, Performance Studio, Piano and Organ specialist rooms as well as
numerous practice rooms and larger instrumental teaching spaces.

Chapel is central to life at Cheltenham College. There are daily services when the whole
school participates in hymn singing, of which College is justly proud, and this can be

heard in the recording of Abide with me on this disc. Sunday services are based on Choral
Evensong, and include congregational settings of the Nunc Dimittis together with anthems
and psalms sung by either Canticum or the Schola Cantorum.

On Thursday evenings at 6.00pm there is a weekly service of Choral Evensong sung by
either the Boy Choristers, Girl Choristers or College Sopranos accompanied by the altos,
tenors and basses of the Schola Cantorum.

To this Temple is the first professionally recorded CD of the Choirs of Cheltenham
College. It represents the full range of Chapel music, from congregational hymn singing,
through newly formed ensembles, to College’s most advanced singers.

The repertoire for the CD focusses on music for Remembrance, particularly in this
centenary year of the First World War Armistice.

It is dedicated to the memory of the 702 (formerly thought to be 675) Old Cheltonians
who lost their lives in the First World War, the names of whom are recorded later in this
booklet.



The various chapel choirs of Cheltenham College are an important part of the musical life
of College.

The Schola Cantorum specialises in challenging choral repertoire of all genres, and in
particular the music drawn from the English tradition of Choral Evensong. Entrance is by
audition, normally in the 6th Form, but exceptional singers and musicians from Lower
College are invited to participate where appropriate. This choir boasts many College

Music Scholars, including several former cathedral choristers. In addition to sharing the
distribution of whole College services they sing weekly Choral Evensongs, either as a senior
College ensemble, or alongside the younger chorister treble lines. They are led by David
McKee, Director of Music.

The Boy Choristers and Girl Choristers were formed in September 2017. These two
choirs are each auditioned treble lines of 20 choristers ranging from years 3 to 8 drawn
from Cheltenham College Prep School, St John’s and St James’ C of E Primary Schools

in Cheltenham. They are supplemented by boys in the College 3rd and 4th Form whose
voices have not yet changed. The Boy and Girl choristers rehearse separately twice a week
in the mornings before school and each joins the College Schola Cantorum alto, tenor

and bass parts for Choral Evensong once per month. They also come together for special
occasions and can be heard on this disc singing together in the recording of the Fauré
Requiem.

In the very short time that they have been together a remarkable amount has been
achieved by our very talented, committed and hardworking choristers. They now have a
range of repertoire from which to draw for their regular services, and teach to next year’s
new intake of choristers. They represent a very bright future of singing at College, and will
record another CD in 5 years time, when this year’s most junior choristers will be in senior
roles within the choir.

Canticum is a non-auditioned, mixed-voice choir for pupils of all ages and abilities,
formed in September 2017 by Shaun Pirttijarvi, Head of Academic Music. The choir sings
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at Sunday chapel services regularly and represents College at special occasions including
Remembrance, Christmas, and Speech Day services, both in its own right as well as part
of the full Chapel Choir. Canticum draws its repertoire from the English choral music
tradition, with a particular focus on contemporary composers such as Howard Goodall,
John Rutter, and Will Todd, whose The Call of Wisdom is included on this disc. The choir
has also explored popular arrangements of spirituals and worship songs, ensuring that the
College caters for a broad range of worship styles.
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